NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS
January 29, 2025
City of Cranston

845 Park Avenue

Cranston, RI 02910

(401)-461-1000
ON or about February 6, 2025 the City of Cranston, Rhode Island, will submit a request to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development for the release of Community Development Block Grant funds under Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 (PL-93-383), as amended, to undertake the following projects:

Housing Rehabilitation Loans for the purpose of:
              Provide low-interest loans for eligible owner-occupied housing rehabilitation, specifically:                    
77 Brookfield Drive – A single family residence. Entire project consist of 3 repairs. 

1. Repair leaking oil tank, 
2. Repair deteriorating chimney that is in code violation, and 
3. Replace cracked and sunken driveway that is a safety issue.  

In all repairs listed below, there is no change to the household capacity or driveway dimensions.

Oil tank 

1. The oil tank has a small pinhole rust spot near the top of the tank. As long as the tank is not filled to the top, no oil leaks out. This oil tank is located in the basement.
2. Having already evaluated the leaking tank, It was determined that due to rusting and corroding, it needs to be replaced promptly.
3. A Licensed Professional will be used to drain the remaining oil in the tank in accordance to state guidelines regarding disposal of any remaining oil and disposal of the damaged oil tank.
4. A licensed professional will install a new 275-gal oil tank with all proper fittings and new oil feed line to boiler. 

Chimney

1. Current chimney is in complete disrepair and in code violation for safety. The chimney needs to be completely removed and rebuilt starting at roof line up. New mortar and bricks will be installed as well as chimney cap. Bringing chimney up to current code.

Driveway

1. Remove existing asphalt Driveway

2. Level the sub-surface to eliminate any sink holes

3. Layer 2 inch binder of Asphalt then Roll. Then, Add 2 inches of finish top coat asphalt and roll again. Total of 4 inches of asphalt to be added.

Bids will be obtained, and the lowest bidder will be awarded the job. All necessary permits will be obtained. Inspections will be committed on a daily basis for the oil tank, driveway, and chimney. When work is completed, a final inspection will be done.

Total of ………………………………………………………………………………….……..$12,000  
The activities proposed are categorically excluded under HUD regulations at 24 CFR Part 58 from National Environmental Policy Act requirements. An Environmental Review Record (ERR) that documents the environmental determinations for these projects are on file at the Cranston Dept. of Community Development, 35 Sockanoset Cross Road, Ste. 6, where the ERR can be examined or copied weekdays 8:30AM. to 4:30PM. 

Public Comments
Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the ERR to Ernest Tommasiello, etommasiello@cranstonri.org, Cranston Dept. of Community Development, or call 401-780-6240. All comments received by February 5, 2025 will be considered by the City of Cranston prior to authorizing submission of a request for release of funds.
Environmental Certification
The City of Cranston certifies to HUD that Kenneth J. Hopkins, in his capacity as Mayor consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to the environmental review process and that these responsibilities have been satisfied. HUD’s approval of the certification satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities and allows the City of Cranston to use Program funds.
Objection to Release of Funds
HUD will accept objections to its release of funds and the City of Cranston’s  certification for a period of fifteen days following the anticipated submission date or its actual receipt of the request (whichever is later) only if they are on one of the following bases: (a) the certification was not executed by the Certifying Officer of the City of Cranston; (b) the City of Cranston has omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR Part 58; (c) the grant recipient or other participants in the development process have committed funds or incurred costs not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval of a release of funds by HUD; or (d) another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality. Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and shall be emailed to CPDRROFBOS@hud.gov.  Potential objectors should contact HUD to verify the actual last day of the objection period. 
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                                         Kenneth J. Hopkins                                               Ernest Tommasiello
          Ma                         Mayor, Certifying Officer                                       Director, Community Development
